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Instructor: Barbara Adams                     Eugene Lang: Spring 2013, 65 West 11th Street, Room 050 
Urban Sociology:  7224 LSOC 2850 A                                                       Tuesday and Thursday, 8:00 to 9:40 am 
Email: adamsb01@newschool.edu                                                                          Office Hours: by appointment 
 
 

U R B A N   S O C I O L O G Y  
 
Course Description. This course examines core texts from the discipline of urban sociology in 
combination with work from other fields. We will explore theoretical texts, literature, film, performance and 
visual art as ongoing dialogue that attempts to understand and represent cities as sites rich with potential 
and exuberance while also rife with inequalities and struggle. Cities will be understood as densities of diverse 
stories, desires, and experiences and we will consider how urban social formations mark, situate, and 
inscribe particular actors in disparate ways. Topics covered in the course include the urban imagination, the 
design and production of space, and key theoretical paradigms that have shaped our understanding of cities. 
As the course proceeds we will look at the effectiveness of urban sociology as a form of inquiry that might 
help us negotiate our current conditions and predicaments.  
 
Learning Outcomes. Through their work in this course, students will develop their ability to: 
• Identify and articulate sociological problems and phenomena in the context of the city. Students will 

pose theoretical questions and engage with current debates in the field of urban sociology.  
• Critically evaluate material and information about urban environments and cities from a variety of media 

including, but not limited to, scholarly texts, film, news outlets, and fiction. In doing so, students will 
cultivate “the sociological imagination”—the ability to situate individual biographies and troubles in the 
context of larger historical processes and structural issues.  

• Organize, develop and present a final research project that builds on course themes. Students will 
propose an idea for research, formulate sociological research questions, locate scholarly sources to 
address these questions, and determine the best methodological approach and format for presentation.  

 
Assignments and Grading. 
Part i c ipa t ion  and Attendance  (25%). Participation is essential to the course. This is a discussion-based 
seminar, and as such, participation in class discussions is an important part of the course. Come prepared with 
questions and comments about the assigned reading. Students will take turns starting discussions. Two or more 
unexcused absences will negatively impact your grade and excessive absences may result in failure of the course.  
Writ t en  Ass ignments  (40%).  There will be two five-page papers that explore themes from the course. The 
first paper will be due in week 4; the second will be due in week 8. These assignments will be discussed in detail 
in class and you will receive a written description of each assignment.  
Final  Pro j e c t  (35%) This project includes a series of steps that will provide a foundation for the final research 
presentation and paper: a research proposal; an outline and thesis statement; an annotated list of sources; a final 
paper and presentation. The details of each step will be explained in class and students will receive a written 
description for each portion of the assignment.  
 
Required Texts.  
Course readings can be found at the following link: http://langurbansociology.wordpress.com/readings/  
Be sure to check this blog regularly for announcements, assignments, policies and other updates.  
***Print all assigned readings and bring these to class with you.  
 
There are two required books for the course. These are available at the Barnes & Noble/New School 
Bookstore, 105 Fifth Avenue (at 18th Street): 

1. Jana Leo (2011) Rape New York. New York: Feminist Press/CUNY, ISBN: 1558616810. 
2. Samuel Delany (1999) Times Square Red, Times Square Blue. New York: NYU, ISBN: 081471920 
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O U T L I N E  O F  T H E  C O U R S E 

 
Week 1: Introduction and Overview 
Tuesday, January 29: Introductions and overview of the course. In class reading: C. Wright Mills 

(1959) excerpt from The Sociological Imagination.  
Thursday, January 31: Georg Simmel ([1903] 2002) “Metropolis and Mental Life,” in Gary Bridge 

and Sophie Watson (eds.), The Blackwell City Reader, Malden, MA: Blackwell.   
 Recommended, but not required: 

Encyclopedia entry, “Urban Sociology,” from Encyclopedia of Sociology. 
2nded. New York: Macmillan Reference, 2001. 

 Richard Sennett (1960) “An Introduction,” in Richard Sennett (ed.), Classic 
Essays on the Culture of Cities, New York: Prentice Hall, pp. 3-22.  

 
 
Week 2: Urban Narratives (Then and Now) 
Tuesday, February 5: Robert Park ([1925] 1967) “The City: Suggestions for the Investigation of 

Human Behavior in the Urban Environment,” in Robert Park, Ernest 
Burgess and Roderick McKenzie, The City, Chicago: University of Chicago, 
pp. 1-46. 
Louis Wirth (1938) “Urbanism as a Way of Life,” The American Journal of 
Sociology 44(1): 1-24.   

Thursday, February 7: Saskia Sassen (2006) “Why Cities Matter,” in Burdett, R. and Ichioka, S. 
(eds.) Cities: People, Society, Architecture, exhibition catalogue of the 10th International 
Architecture Exhibition–Venice Biennale. Venice: Rizzoli p. 26-51. 
“The World Goes to Town: a special report on cities,” The Economist, May 
5, 2007. 

 
 
Week 3: The Urban Experience 
Tuesday, February 12: Elizabeth Grosz, “Bodies-cities” in Gary Bridge and Sophie Watson (eds.) 

The Blackwell City Reader (2002) Malden, MA: Blackwell, pp. 297-303. 
 Walter Benjamin ([1939] 1978) “On Some Motifs in Baudelaire,” in Walter 

Benjamin: Selected Writings, vol. 4, pp. 313-355. 
Thursday, February 14: Filip De Boeck & Marie Plissart (2005) Kinshasa: Tales of the Invisible City. 

Tervuen & Antwerp, Belgium: Luidon. Catalog for exhibition “Kinshasa, 
the imaginary city” Venice Architecture Biennale (in two parts). 

 
 
Week 4: Everyday Practices and Actions 
Tuesday, February 19: Michel de Certeau (1984) “Walking in the City,” in The Practice of Everyday 

Life. Berkeley: University of California, pp. 91-110.  
 Guy Debord (1958) “Theory of the Dérive.” Internationale Situationniste #2. 

AbduMaliq Simone (2004) “People as Infrastructure: Intersecting 
Fragments in Johannesburg.” Public Culture, 16(3), pp. 407-429. 

Thursday, February 21: Catch up on reading. *First paper due.  
 
 
Week 5: Making Contact and Talking to Strangers 
Tuesday, February 26: Jane Jacobs ([1961] 1992) “The Uses of Sidewalks: Contact.” in The Death 

and Life of Great American Cities. New York: Vintage Books. 
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Thursday, February 28:  Samuel Delany (1999) Times Square Red, Times Square Blue. New York: NYU, 
part 1.   

 
 
Week 6: Making Contact and Talking to Strangers 
Tuesday, March 5: Samuel Delany (1999) Times Square Red, Times Square Blue. New York: NYU, 

part 2. 
Thursday, March 7: Elijah Anderson (2004) “The Cosmopolitan Canopy.” Annals of the American 

Academy of Political and Social Science. Vol. 595: 14 – 31. 
 
 
Week 7: On Safety and Violence 
Tuesday, March 12: Jane Jacobs ([1961] 1992) “The Uses of Sidewalks: Safety.” in The Death and 

Life of Great American Cities. New York: Vintage Books. 
 Jana Leo (2011) Rape New York. New York: Feminist Press/CUNY. 
Thursday, March 14:  Continued discussion of Tuesday’s readings.  
 
 
Week 8: Gendered Space 
Tuesday, March 19: J. K. Gibson-Graham, excerpt (read pages 76-91) from The End of Capitalism 

(As We Knew It). 
Thursday, March 21:  No reading. *Second paper due. 
 
 
Tuesday, March 26:   No class. Spring Break. 
Thursday, March 28:   No class. Spring Break. 
 
 
Week 9: The Right to the City 
Tuesday, April 2: Film screening: Do the Right Thing. 
 David Harvey (2008) “The Right to the City,” New Left Review 53.  
Thursday, April 4: Loïc Wacquant (2004) “Ghetto.” In International Encyclopedia of the Social and 

Behavioral Sciences. Edited by Neil J. Smelser and Paul B. Baltes. London: 
Pergamon Press. 

 Wilson & Kelling (1982) “The Police and Neighborhood Safety: Broken 
Windows.” The Atlantic. 

 
 
Week 10: Precarity and Prosperity 
Tuesday, April 9: John Logan and Harvey Molotch. 1987. Urban Fortunes: The Political Economy 

of Place. Berkeley: University of California, chapters 1 and 4.  
Thursday, April 11: Martha Rosler (2012) “The Artistic Mode of Revolution: From 

Gentrification to Occupation,” e-flux Journal (33). 
 
 
Week 11: Workshop Week and Review 
Tuesday, April 16:  Workshop for final project and review of course themes.  

Reading TBD based on student project topics and research methods.  
 
Thursday, April 18: Workshop for final project and review of course themes.  

Reading TBD based on student project topics and research methods.  
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Week 12: Cit ies of Destruction 
Tuesday, April 23: Slavoj Zizek, (2002) “Welcome to the Desert of the Real!” The South Atlantic 

Quarterly. 101 (2): 385-389. 
    Stephen Graham (2004) “Postmortem city.” City, 8(2), 165-196. 
Thursday, April 25:  Film screening/ various clips.  
 
 
Week 13: We Are Here! (New York Narratives) 
Tuesday, April 30: Marshall Berman (1988) “In the Forest of Symbols: Some Notes on 

Modernism in New York,” in All that Is Solid Melts Into Air, New York: 
Penguin, pp. 287-348. 

Thursday, May 2:  E.B. White, Here Is New York. 
    James Baldwin, “Fifth Avenue Uptown: a Letter from Harlem.” 
 
 
Week 14: Review and Final Presentat ions 
Tuesday, May 7:  Review of the course.  
Thursday, May 9:  Final presentations.  
 
 
Week 15: Final Presentat ions 
Tuesday, May 14:  Final presentations. 
Thursday, May 16:  Final presentations.  
 
 
Student Disability Services. (http://www.newschool.edu/student-services/disability-services/). In 
keeping with the university’s policy of providing equal access for students with disabilities, any student with 
a disability who needs academic accommodations is welcome to meet with me privately. All conversations 
will be kept confidential. Students requesting any accommodations will also need to contact Student 
Disability Service (SDS). SDS will conduct an intake and, if appropriate, the Director will provide an 
academic accommodation notification letter for you to bring to me. At that point, I will review the letter 
with you and discuss these accommodations in relation to this course. 
 
Attendance. Lang’s attendance and Lateness Policy: Absences may justify some grade reduction and a total 
of four absences mandate a reduction of one letter grade for the course. More than four absences mandate a 
failing grade for the course, unless there are extenuating circumstances, such as the following: an extended 
illness requiring hospitalization or visit to a physician (with documentation); a family emergency, e.g. serious 
illness (with written explanation); observance of a religious holiday The attendance and lateness policies are 
enforced as of the first day of classes for all registered students. If registered during the first week of the 
add/drop period, the student is responsible for any missed assignments and coursework. For significant 
lateness, the instructor may consider the tardiness as an absence for the day. Students failing a course due to 
attendance should consult with an academic advisor to discuss options. Divisional and/or 
departmental/program policies serve as minimal guidelines, but policies may contain additional elements 
determined by the faculty member. 
 
Academic Honesty and Integrity. Compromising your academic integrity may lead to serious 
consequences, including (but not limited to) one or more of the following: failure of the assignment, failure 
of the course, academic warning, disciplinary probation, suspension from the university, or dismissal from 
the university.   
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University Policy: The New School views “academic honesty and integrity” as the duty of every member of an 
academic community to claim authorship for his or her own work and only for that work, and to recognize 
the contributions of others accurately and completely. This obligation is fundamental to the integrity of 
intellectual debate, and creative and academic pursuits. Academic honesty and integrity includes accurate use 
of quotations, as well as appropriate and explicit citation of sources in instances of paraphrasing and 
describing ideas, or reporting on research findings or any aspect of the work of others (including that of 
faculty members and other students). Academic dishonesty results from infractions of this “accurate use”. 
The standards of academic honesty and integrity, and citation of sources, apply to all forms of academic 
work, including submissions of drafts of final papers or projects. All members of the University community 
are expected to conduct themselves in accord with the standards of academic honesty and integrity. 
 
Students are responsible for understanding the University’s policy on academic honesty and integrity and 
must make use of proper citations of sources for writing papers, creating, presenting, and performing their 
work, taking examinations, and doing research. It is the responsibility of students to learn the procedures 
specific to their discipline for correctly and appropriately differentiating their own work from that of others. 
Individual divisions/programs may require their students to sign an Academic Integrity Statement declaring 
that they understand and agree to comply with this policy.    
 
The New School recognizes that the different nature of work across the schools of the University may 
require different procedures for citing sources and referring to the work of others.  Particular academic 
procedures, however, are based in universal principles valid in all schools of The New School and 
institutions of higher education in general.  This policy is not intended to interfere with the exercise of 
academic freedom and artistic expression. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to: 
• cheating on examinations, either by copying another student’s work or by utilizing unauthorized 

materials; 
• using work of others as one’s own original work and submitting such work to the university or to 

scholarly journals, magazines, or similar publications; 
• submission of another students’ work obtained by theft or purchase as one’s own original work; 
• submission of work downloaded from paid or unpaid sources on the internet as one’s own original 

work, or including the information in a submitted work without proper citation; 
• submitting the same work for more than one course without the knowledge and explicit approval of all 

of the faculty members involved; 
• destruction or defacement of the work of others; 
• aiding or abetting any act of academic dishonesty; 
• any attempt to gain academic advantage by presenting misleading information, making deceptive 

statements or falsifying documents, including documents related to internships; and 
• engaging in other forms of academic misconduct that violate principles of integrity. 

 
This is an abridged version of the policy. For the full policy text, visit: 
www.newschool.edu/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=81698. This is also posted on the course blog. 
 
Learning Center. I encourage students to take advantage of the Learning Center (formerly The University 
Writing Center). The Learning Center has tutors who are especially trained to help Lang students in a variety 
of areas including the preparation of papers and presentations. Students can make appointments by calling 
212-229-5121. Appointments are available on evenings and weekends and even over Skype. The center is 
located at 71 Fifth Ave (9th floor). 


